Justice is the legal or philosophical theory by which
fairness is administered. Fairness in protection of
rights and punishment of wrongs.
Equity is justice according to natural law or right; specifically : freedom from bias or favoritism. The quality of
being fair or impartial

americanprogressaction.org - 25 Years After the 1994 Crime Bill, Voters
Back Criminal Justice Reforms

Nothing changes in public safety until legislation changes
1865 – 13th Amendment to the US Constitution

1964 – Civil Rights Act
1965 – Voting Rights Act
1974 – Equity Credit Opportunity Act
2007 – Emmitt Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes Act
2019 - The CROWN Act

Think About It
When you need help do you call the police without hesitation? Are there people who might
not?
How do you feel when you see a police officer or a police car? How do you feel when the police want to talk to you? Do you think everyone feels the same?
How do you think the police feel about the way they are perceived?

Powerful Words

Justice
Equity
Equality

Pick a word and write
or draw your thoughts
about the word and
what it means to you.

Peace
Diversity
Equal Rights
Kindness
Empathy

Hope
Love

What Can One Little Person Do?
Perhaps you are wondering how to talk to your children about black historical
figures. Here are one sentence answers you can use if your child asks, “Who is
that?”, plus suggestions for children’s books about each of them.
Rosa Parks is famous for refusing to obey a law that said people with dark skin could only sit at
the back when they rode the bus, and for helping to change unfair laws like that one. More
reading: Rosa, by Nikki Giovanni, illustrated by Bryan Collier.
Fannie Lou Hamer worked to make sure black people would have the same right to vote as
white people, even when people tried to scare her and hurt her. More reading: Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, by Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Ekua Holmes.

For a long time, an unfair law said that children with different color skin couldn’t go to school together; Ruby Bridges was the first black child to go to a school with white children when the law
changed. More reading: The Story of Ruby Bridges, by Robert Coles, Illustrated by George Ford;
Ruby Bridges Goes to School, by Ruby Bridges.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a leader in the civil rights movement, who helped thousands of people come together to say that people should be treated fairly, no matter their skin color. More
reading: Happy Birthday, Martin Luther King, Jr., by Jean Marzollo, illustrated by J. Brian Pinkney.
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/social-justice-resources/

Suggested Reading
Want to learn more about the issues facing BIPOC (black indigenous people of color)?
Adult
“Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson (and movie)
“The Bluest Eye” by Toni Morrison
So You Want to Talk About Race? By Ijeoma Oluo
“Black Sun” by Rebecca Roanhorse
“The Vanishing Half” by Brit Bennett
“How to Be an Anti-Racist” by Ibram X Kendi
“When they Call You a Terrorist” By Parisse Khan-Cullors
“We want to do more than Survive” by Bettina Love
“So you Want to Talk about Race?” by Ijeoma Oluo

Teen/Young Adult
“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas
“The Sun is Also a Star” by Nicola Yoon
“Children of Blood and Bone” by Tomi Adeyemi
“Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You” by Jason Reynolds
“Loving vs. Virginia” by Patricia Powell
"Ghost Boys" by Jewell Parker Rhodes
"Anger is a Gift" by Mark Oshiro
"Dear Martin" by Nic Stone

Children
“Other Words for Home” by Jasmine Warga
“We are Water Protectors” by Carole Lindstrom
“They Called us Enemy” by George Takei
“March” by John Lewis
“Between us and Abuela” by Mitali Perkins
“I Promise” by LeBron James
“Stamped for Kids” by Jason Reynolds & Ibram X .Kendi

Join the T.A.N.K. Facebook Page to
learn about the issues facing the
BIPOC Population (Black, Indigenous, People of Color)
Join the bi-weekly T.A.N.K. meetings
to see what is going on in NK

What you can do…..
Speak Out About Racism
Any and every time you hear a remark or witness
an act with racist overtones, speak out. Silence is
complicity and perpetuates violence. As Vanessa
Daniel of Groundswell Fund put it: “Practice zero
tolerance for anti-blackness at any level. Say something not just sometimes but every time.”

T.A.N.K. Mission
Our mission is to move North Kingstown forward as a
community that acknowledges its history, celebrates
its potential, and fosters a climate honoring and encouraging diversity, equity and the unique character of
all its residents through anti-racist policy reform,
education and advocacy.
We engage in the work of opposing racism because we believe that people should not be judged by the
color of their skin. There has been ample evidence, throughout our nation and even within our town, that
people are too often judged and found to be wanting because of the color of their skin, because they
practice a different faith, because of who they love, because of how they identify, because they are differently abled, and because of any other number of reasons that allow the uneducated voice or the malignant voice to single them out as lesser. We believe that our town is better than that. We work to make NK
a community that values every resident, and treats all with decency, honor and kindness.

Please consider making a donation to T.A.N.K. to help defray the
cost of the event and to support the mission. Venmo: @TANKRI

